Book Club Reading for Summer 2021

June 28 : Go Tell It on the Mountain : James Baldwin. 1953. 272p.

With lyrical precision, psychological directness, resonating symbolic power, and a rage
that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin tells the story of the stepson of
the minister of a storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday in March of
1935. Originally published in 1953, Baldwin said of his first novel, "Mountain is the
book | had to write if | was ever going to write anything else.”

July 26 : August 28 : Song of Solomon : Toni Morrison. 1995. 384p.

Song of Solomon begins with one of the most arresting scenes in our century's literature: a
dreamlike tableau depicting a man poised on a roof, about to fly into the air, while cloth
rose petals swirl above the snow-covered ground and, in the astonished crowd below, one
woman sings as another enters premature labor. The child born of that labor, Macon
(Milkman) Dead, will eventually come to discover, through his complicated progress to
maturity, the meaning of the drama that marked his birth.

August 23 : The Vanishing Half : Brit Bennett. 2020. 352p.

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small,
southern black community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their
daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities,
their racial identities. Many years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in the
same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly passes for white, and her
white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just
as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined. What will happen to the next
generation, when their own daughters' storylines intersect?

Weaving together multiple strands and generations of this family, from the Deep South to
California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a story that is at once a
riveting, emotional family story and a brilliant exploration of the American history of
passing.



