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He has told you,

O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD
require of you
but to do justice,
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly
with your God?

- Micah 6:8 -

The articles in this Newsletter
are authored by Lori
McBride, Director of Com-
passion & Justice Ministries
for White Bear Lake UMC. If
you have questions or com-
ments, please share them. If
you would like more infor-
mation, contact Lori at
lori.mchbride @ wblumc.org
or 651-208-9000. Thank you.

Racial Justice Initiative

In December 2020, the Minnesota UM Conference Appointive Cabi-
net released a statement on racial justice and reconciliation that lists
specific commitments and actions members will take to
acknowledge the sins of racism and injustice and work

to tfransform our Church, our Conference, our communities, and our
world info the “beloved” community.

In June 2021, the Minnesota Annual Conference adopted a formal
Racial Justice Resolution that calls upon “all congregations in the
Minnesota Annual Conference . . . to join in the national denomina-
fional agency work . . . in dismantling racism, opposing white suprem-
acy and advocating for racial justice. “

Pastor Bill brought this Resolution to our Board of Directors and follow-
ing inspiring conversation it was agreed that WBLUMC leadership on
behalf of the congregation would begin exploring what a Racial
Justice Initiative might look like at our church.

Connections were made with The Grove UMC to learn all about the
process they have been undertaking for more than a year. Helpful
advice and ideas were gratefully received! There is currently a small
team of WBLUMC staff and laity interviewing consultants who might
be able to help guide us through the process: Margie Grilley (Board
Chair), Jan Peterson (Board Member), Pastors Bill Eaves and Christine
Ford, and Lori McBride (Dir. Of Compassion & Justice Ministries).
Eventually we'll be seeking additional stakeholders from the congre-
gation who will be interested in participating in guiding this process.
If that person is you, please contact Margie or Lori to let us know!

Our Endowment Committee awarded a $10,000 grant to help with
expenses including a consultant. THANK YOU! Once a consultant is
chosen, the discussion about the RJI will begin in earnest. In the
meantime, opportunities to begin learning more about the cultures
and individual lives of BIPOC (a crucial first step!) will be offered to
each of us. Our first opportunity, is to support the Franklin STEAM
Magnet Middle School located in North Minneapolis with our Easter
Offering.

Please turn the page to learn much more!



Easter Offering FRANKLIN
Franklin STEAM 2% "sPeuu uxener
Magnet Middle School

North Minneapolis is the home of the Franklin
STEAM Magnet Middle School - a community
school - offering Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Arts & Mathematics focused studies for stu-
dents in grades 6-8.

Franklin welcomes students from Lucy Laney,
Nellie Stone Johnson, Hall and Bethune Elemen-
tary Schools, all of which serve students who are
?20%+ minority and app. 20%+ economically dis-
advantaged. The goal is for all Franklin students
to be on the path to attend and be successful
in North High School's Communication Arts and
Summatech programs.

One of the biggest challenges identified at the
elementary and middle school levels is reading
proficiency - the ability to read fluently (the
speed and accuracy of decoding words) and
with comprehension (ability to understand what
you are reading). A student is considered a pro-
ficient reader when reading fluency and com-
prehension are at grade level.

Franklin has developed an in-school plan for
increasing overall proficiency adding additional
time in the school day for focused reading,
and, making available to students more read-
ing material that can be related to on the basis
of cultural beliefs, norms, etc. Along with these
improvement goals, they have added helping
students to create/expand personal libraries at
home with books that will belong to them! This
is where our participation comes in.

There is currently a *1000 book drive” taking
place on behalf of Franklin. We will be joining
with a couple of community organizations and
3 churches to provide the financial resources
to purchase books that are desired. These
books will be selected from a specific list creat-
ed by representatives of the school and com-
munity keeping in mind diversity, inclusion and
representation. If you would like to review the
list, please contact Lori McBride.

Check out the "Welcome” video located at this
link: https://franklin.mpls.k12.mn.us/Home

Compassion Partner Focus

NPH-Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos
(nphusa.org)

NPH (Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos) tfransforms
the lives of thousands of children and their fami-
lies throughout Latin America and the Caribbe-
an by providing homes, health services, and
educational programs that give children the
best chance for future success becoming lead-
ers in their communities.

It's officially 5k season-a highlight for everyone
involved with NPH! The official in-person event
takes place Saturday, May 7th at Rosland Park
in Edina (4300 W. é6th St.) with registration
opening at 8:00 am followed by a 1/4 Mile Kids
Run, a 1 Mile Kids Run and the main event 5K
beginning at 2:00 am. If you would like more
information, please contact Dawn Kittleson @
dmkittleson@gmail.com. Additional info is avail-

able at http://www.nphusa.org/5k.

A local walk is being planned at WBLUMC for
Sunday, May 8th at 11:45 am, immediately fol-
lowing conclusion of our 10:45 am New
Crossings Worship Service If you are interested
in participating, please email
lori.mcbride@wblumc.org or sign up on the reg-

istfration sheet which will be located in the
Narthex beginning April 17, 2022. ** It is im-
portant that you sign up so that appropriate
plans for the walk can be made based on the
size of our group.**

Opportunities to participate virtually or to make
a donation are available on the website indi-
cated above or by contacting Dawn.

NPH USA. (



https://franklin.mpls.k12.mn.us/Home
http://www.nphusa.org/5k

Small Ways to Make a Big Difference

Partner: Common Hope
(www.commonhope.org)

For a student in Guatemala,
having a Sponsor means
having someone in their cor-
ner. Reading a simple note
that says “you can doit” or
“thinking of you"” can go a
long way. A note doesn’t
have to be long to be impactful. Students say
that a sponsor’'s words of encouragement are
what kept them in school!

If you would like to send a short note to Daniela,
the student sponsored by our church, go to
commonhope.org/letters.

Reference information: Daniela Yasmin Aguirre,
Student # 1085922-n784-1225.

Partner: White Bear Area Food Shelf
(hitps://whitebearfoodshelf.org/)

Diapers Needed! Did you know that on aver-
age, an infant weighing up to 10 Ibs. uses 8-12
diapers per day and an infant weighing 16-28
lbs. uses 6-7 diapers per daye Parents who
choose to use disposable diapers exclusively will
need upwards of 3,000 diapers in a year.

Diapers are a high expense item for any house-
hold. The food shelf does what it can to provide
for our little people in need, but there are never
enough diapers available. Please consider do-
nating diapers regularly to the food shelf. All
sizes are needed, but most especially sizes 5, é
and pull-ups for toilet fraining toddlers! If you
drop donations by the church, we'll be sure
they are delivered asap.

Note: If you have a
stash of various diaper
sizes your child has out-
grown, donate them!
As long as they haven't
been used, they are
useful!

Most Wanted
Food Shelf Items

Partner: Emma Norton
(emmanorton.org)

Emma Norton Services is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization that provides housing and support
services to women, individuals, and families
achieving victory over homelessness, mental
illness, and chemical dependency.

“Restoring Waters” is the new Emma Norton Res-
idence located at 966 Mississippi Blvd, Saint
Paul, MN

Spring is just around the corner, and a number
of residents have been talking about ideas to
incorporate gardens all over the outside of Em-
ma Norton Residence. Gardening is a great ac-
tivity for mindfulness and connecting with na-
ture, both powerful forces in healing trauma.

You can help residents bring their beautiful gar-
den visions to life by donating gardening sup-
plies such as seeds, spades, trowels, watering
cans, plant markers, etc., everything you can
think of fo make a garden special!

They are also seeking patio furniture for the out-
side space at Emma Norton Residence, so
please keep them in mind if you replace some
outside furniture this spring!

(From Facebook Post of March 10, 2022. Please
check with ENS directly before donating).

Finally,
the annual Opening
“Opening Doors DoorsGala

Gala” is sched-
uled to take
place in person
(with an online option as well) on Thursday, April
28, 2022 from 5-8 pm at the InterContinental
Saint Paul Riverfront, 11 East Kellogg Boulevard.
The event will include a Live & Silent Auction.
Tickets can be purchased online.




In Other News . . .

United Methodist Women is now United Women
in Faith! This name change is part of an organi-
zational refreshing that includes a new logo
and new programs to nurture current members
and welcome new women to join to put their
love in action on behalf of women, children,
and youth.

The new programs are the fruits of five years of
research done with more than 24,000 United
Methodists and women of other Christian tradi-
tions participating in surveys, focus groups and
interviews. This input informed the prayerful dis-
cernment of staff and elected leaders.

These changes are designed to address the dif-
ferent needs and life stages of current members
and new women, and expand options for
membership and engagement.

The new name also aims to welcome current
members whose local churches may choose in
the future to disaffiliate from The United Meth-
odist Church, as well as women of other faith
traditions who want to join. More info available

at uwfaith.org.

United Women in Faith Sunday @ WBLUMC
is April 24, 2022 at 9 & 10:45 am.
Learn all about the past, present & future of
this amazing part of the UMC.

United
Women

in Faith

Fi o = 3
™, . % G P

W

WBLUMC—Home of the Community Brick Oven

White Bear Lake
United Methodist Church
1851 Birch Street
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
www.wblumc.org
651-429-9026

Sunday Services: online @ 10 am
In-person @ 9 & 10:45 am




