
He has told you,                     
O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord                

require of you 
but to do justice,                           

and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly                       

with your God? 

- Micah 6:8 - 
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Racial Justice Initiative: The 4 R’s 
Reduce — Reuse — Recycle — Rebuy 

Everything we no longer want or need and thus dispose of—has to go 

somewhere! Items put in our weekly trash can and will end up burned or 

in a landfill—buried underground.  Many items buried in a landfill are un-

able to decompose properly, and generate gases that we know con-

tribute to climate change and cause respiratory illnesses and cancer. 

Older landfills can leak, contaminating soil and groundwater which of 

course can impact human and animal health. 

In 1987 the United Church of Christ's (UCC) Commission for Racial Justice 

published a report “Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States” which 

documented disproportionate environmental burdens facing people of 

color and low-income communities across the country. This ground-

breaking study resulted in the coining of the term “environmental rac-

ism”.  In the report, Professor Robert Bullard wrote,  

"whether by conscious design or institutional neglect, communi-

ties of color in urban ghettos, in rural 'poverty pockets', or on eco-

nomically impoverished Native-American reservations face some 

of the worst environmental devastation in the nation."  

In 2007, the UCC commissioned leading environmental justice scholars 

for a new report, “Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: Grassroots Strug-

gles to Dismantle Environmental Racism in the United States.” In addition 

to updating the 1987 report, the new report included evaluations of pro-

gress (or lack thereof) achieved over a period of twenty years.  

Numerous studies up to the current time reveal little has changed over 

time.  Race remains the greatest determinant of living in and exposure 

to toxic and hazardous waste in our country.  

Environmental and social justice is the philosophy that everybody should 
have equal access to clean water and air, and a healthy place to live, 

work and play. So, what can we do TODAY and TOMORROW to bring 

about environmental and social justice in our communities?  

 

                    Turn to page 2 for article continuation     

  

The articles in this Newsletter 

are authored by Lori 

McBride, Director of Com-

passion & Justice Ministries 

for White Bear Lake UMC.  If 

you have questions or com-

ments, please share them. If 

you would like more infor-

mation, contact Lori at 

lori.mcbride @ wblumc.org 

or 651-208-9000.  Thank you. 



4 R’s continued . . . 

Environmental racism is a complex issue requir-

ing analysis of many issues and creation of re-

sponses that are numerous and generally 

speaking not politically expedient for the peo-

ple who hold the reins of power.  It’s a problem 

too big for me to fully analyze for this article and 

certainly for us individually to solve in its entirety.  

But we can do something, TODAY. 

1. Read the reports of the UCC Justice & Wit-

ness Ministries.  They are long and complex.  

But we all can glean something from giving 

it a try to understand. 

2. Identify current resources that will help un-

derstand the situation in 2022.  If you have 

some references that could be shared with 

our whole congregation SEND THEM MY 

WAY!  I’ll get the information published as 

appropriate. 

3. Evaluate your personal attitudes about con-

sumption of goods.  Do I really need another 

pair of tennis shoes?  How many blouses can 

I wear in a given week?  LOTS to think about 

and evaluate.  Eventually you can make 

choices about REDUCING consumption of 

goods that lead to our disposal problems.  

4. Study ways you can be active in Re-Using, 

Recycling, and Rebuying goods.  When we 

reduce the trash we produce, we decrease 

the need for more landfills and incineration. 

Fewer toxic sites means fewer people im-

pacted by those sites.  

5. Advocate for Environmental Justice issues.  

The United Methodist Church has a lot to say 

about this issue.  Here’s a website that might 

be a good starting place for you: 

Climate Justice • GBCS (umcjustice.org)    

(ctrl/click on the link) 
 

6. Check out the LOCAL organizations listed on 

the INSERT of this newsletter for details about 

where/when you can donate goods you no 

longer want/need that will help stretch the 

budgets of low-income people—or—where 

you might be able to find something you’d 

enjoy reusing in your home! 

 

Environmental Justice 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) 
Landfill Methane Outreach Program (LMOP) 

tracks key data for landfill gas (LFG) energy pro-

jects and municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills 

in the United States.  LMOP is a voluntary pro-

gram that works with industry stakeholders and 

waste officials to reduce or avoid methane 

emissions from landfills. LMOP encourages the 

recovery and beneficial use of biogas generat-

ed from organic municipal solid waste.  

Landfill gas (LFG) is a natural byproduct of the 

decomposition of organic material in landfills. 

LFG is composed of roughly 50 percent me-

thane (the primary component of natural gas), 

50 percent carbon dioxide (CO2) and a small 

amount of non-methane organic compounds. 

Methane is a potent greenhouse gas 28 to 36 

times more effective than CO2 at trapping heat 

in the atmosphere over a 100-year period 

(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) assessment report).  

Municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills are the 

third-largest source of human-related methane 

emissions in the United States, accounting for 

approximately 14.5 percent of these emissions 

in 2020. At the same time, methane emissions 

from MSW landfills represent an opportunity to 

capture and use a significant energy resource.  

Minnesota currently has 26 “Open” landfills ac-

cording to the LMOP Project Database and 

most of them have an LFG Collection System in 

place.  Several of them do not but are candi-

dates for a system or have future potential: 

• Brown County SLF (Sleepy Eye) 

• Kandiyohi County SLF (New London) 

• Mar-Kit SLF (Hallock) 

• Olmsted County/Kalmar LF (Rochester Area) 

• Rice County SLF (Dundas) 

• Steele County SLF (Blooming Prairie) 

 

If you’d like to learn more about Methane Gas, 

LFG systems, etc. here is a link that could get 

you started: 

 
Basic Information about Landfill Gas | US EPA  

(ctrl/click on link)    

https://www.umcjustice.org/what-we-care-about/environmental-justice/climate-justice
https://www.epa.gov/lmop/basic-information-about-landfill-gas


Partner:  Common Hope-Guatemala 

(www.commonhope.org) 

 
Education is critical to ending the cycle of   

poverty that keeps people trapped in lives filled 

with difficulty and often little hope. A student 

can’t learn if distracted by life circumstances 

such as hunger, illness, poor housing, or family 

conflict.  That’s why our partner Common Hope 

focuses on providing all of the things that are 

needed to achieve better lives through  

education: 
 

• Access to resources 

• Healthcare Program 

• Housing Program 

• Family Development Program 
 

Funds needed to operate the programs that 

support the families of Common Hope are  

secured in various ways, including the annual 

Walk for Hope. 
 

About the 2022 Walk for Hope at WBLUMC 
 

Two years of distance learning has had an im-

mense impact on learning for students of all ag-

es, in particular younger students and those ex-

periencing poverty. Distance learning is chal-

lenging in itself, but even more so if there isn’t 

adequate access to technology and resources 

to help with homework questions. Distance 

learning continues in Guatemala at this time.  

Your Walk For Hope raises funds that provide 

students with access to academic support   

during these challenging times.  So let’s walk 
together for the families of Common Hope. 
 

DATE:  Sunday, August 14, 2022 

TIME:   Gather @ 2:45 pm at WBLUMC.  The walk 

will begin at 3:00 pm and last about 35 minutes. 
 

Following the Walk, we’ll return to the church for 

refreshments and join with others for the first 

BACKYARD CONCERT of 2022 at 4:00 pm. 
 

Registration & donation details coming soon to 

our weekly Elbast and Sunday bulletin. 

Partner: The Sandwich Project 

(thesandwichprojectmn.org)  
 

Started in 2007 by a small group of people who 

wanted to do something to help those in need, 

the concept of making sandwiches caught on 

in area churches, organizations and other 

groups because it was a simple yet important 

way to make a difference for people struggling 

with food insecurity.  
 

Today, The Sandwich Project coordinates week-

ly service to seven community partners feeding 

the hungry, including Waite House and Simpson 

Food Pantry in South Minneapolis. 
 

The Sandwich Project is a particularly apropos 

way for White Bear Lake UMC to live into it’s mis-

sion to “nourish the hungers of life.”  Our involve-

ment dates back to at least 2015 when youth 

and women’s groups started to make sand-

wiches.  With a hiatus for several years, we are 

back stronger 

than ever and in 

the past 12 

months people 

of all ages have 

come together 

on Sunday morn-

ings to make 

more than 1,800 

sandwiches for 

Waite House.  

Future dates 

scheduled in-

clude July 31 

and August 28.   
 

In addition we 

are planning to 

take a “2nd Mile 

Offering” on Sunday, July 31 during in-person 

worship.  Special envelopes for donations will 

be available in the pews that Sunday.  All dona-

tions will be used to pay for the ingredients 

needed for the project.  Of course you can give 

to The Sandwich Project at any time throughout 

the month of July through Realm online or by 

sending a check to the church office.   
 

A simple sandwich nourishing the hungers of life.  

Thanks to everyone for your support of this im-

portant outreach project! 

Compassion & Justice Opportunities Compassion & Justice Opportunities 



PEARLS in Haiti Update 

In the 2022 WBLUMC Endowment Grant cycle, an 

application was submitted on behalf of The Vil-

lage School of the Future in Bonnette, Haiti. Fund-

ing was requested to hire teachers and assist with 

student tuition for a newly established “NS1” class 

(NS = New Secondary). 

The Village School was founded in 2005 offering 

classes through ninth grade.  In 2017, PEARLS in 

Haiti began partnering with the school.  PEARLS 

involvement, with generous donor support, not 

only increased academic opportunities for pri-

mary school children, but allowed school leaders 

to start a class for students who had completed 

Gr. 9 studies.  This is the FIRST time a secondary 

class was opened in the Bonnette community. 

In order to attend NS1 and beyond, a student 

must pass a national exam.  NINE students of The 

Village School passed in 2021 and began study-

ing in NS1 in 2022.  NS education covers 4 years 

and offers NS1 various vocational training classes 

for the students. 

A grant of $2,500 was awarded to this project. 

Thank you Endowment Team of WBLUMC. 

WBLUMC—Home of the Community Brick Oven 

 

  White Bear Lake  

United Methodist Church 

1851 Birch Street 

White Bear Lake, MN  55110 

www.wblumc.org; 651-429-9026 
 

Sunday Services:  online @ 10 am 

and in-person summer @ 10 am 

Regular in-person @ 9 & 10:45 am   

June, 2022:  Sewing class—students learning how to 

make patterns. 

June, 2022:  “Working lunch” for NS1 students. 

June, 2022:  NS1 students hanging out after school. 
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